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 We at Baptist Friendship House want to thank you for helping 
to make our ministry possible. God has done amazing things through our 
ministry this year. Lives have been changed and miracles have happened. 
When I see vulnerable, broken people walk through our doors and see 
healing take place in their lives, I know only God can bring about that 
kind of change.  He works miracles.  
 Statistics show that 90% of homeless women have experienced 
physical and sexual abuse at some point in their lives. Knowing this and 
knowing how vulnerable our people are, we began a new ministry this 
year. The new ministry is a group that intentionally focuses on specific 
issues, but most importantly we let our women share their story in a safe 
place. As they have poured their hearts out and found comfort from each 
other, the common theme that they all seem to have experienced is 
abuse. We have watched freedom take place, as those once held in bond-
age by fear, anger, shame, guilt, addictions, etc., have broken free to find 
peace, contentment, and hope through Jesus Christ.  
 One of our ladies who lived in an abusive relationship on the 
street, found Jesus and He gave her the strength to break from that rela-
tionship, get a restraining order against the abuser, build her skills, and 
move into a house. Another one of our ladies who lives on the street and 
was filled with anger, bitterness, and resentment has allowed Jesus to 
melt her angry heart. She now will laugh, talk and help others. Her reluc-
tance to be inside a house stems from childhood abuse. Being able to 
voice what has happened to her and to allow healing to take place has 
brought her to the point where she is allowing us to help her get into a 
house and off the street. There are many other stories of lives that God 
has changed and is in the process of changing.   
 I am thankful that you help us to be a safe place for women and 
children to find Jesus and allow Him to work miracles in their lives. One 
of our families we placed in our transitional housing program this year 
were so excited on the day they moved in. The seven-year-old boy 
looked at me and said, “This is the best day of my life.” My eyes teared 
up as I saw the joy in his eyes that him and his family were safe and in a 
home.  

Continued inside 



Upcoming Events 
 Twin Sheet Sets 

 Women’s underwear (sizes 5-8) 

 Towels and Washcloths 

 Paper plates, cups, and bowls 

 Liquid Laundry Detergent 

 Forever Stamps 

 Gift cards  

Each year, the FBI engages in Opera-
tion Cross Country which focuses pri-
marily on the recovery of juvenile sex 
trafficking victims. Major cities across 
the United States perform simultaneous 
sting operations. The 2016 operation 
resulted in 82 minors being recovered 
across the US. We have assisted 34 

human trafficking survivors this year. Through partnering with the human 
trafficking hotline, FBI, DHS, local law enforcement, and other agencies we 
have housed many, provided transportation for some back home, helped oth-
ers get into long term treatment programs, provided Bibles, food, hygiene 
articles, clothing, transported to court, diversionary programs, health care, 
work, assisted with getting GED’s, Certification Trainings, and helped in 
obtaining local housing. While we rejoice with the ones we can help and see 
healing take place, not every story is a happy ending story. Our hearts break 
and ache when someone is manipulated and lured back into the life of traf-
ficking. There are times when you attempt to help and it is not a happy ending 
story. A few weeks ago we got a call from the human trafficking hotline and 
they conference called us in with a young lady who was escaping her traffick-
er. She was going to meet us at store, where there would be plenty of people 
around and it would be safe. We go to meet her there and she texted us that 
the trafficker found her walking toward the store and had forced her in a car. 
We contacted the human trafficking hotline back and got local law enforce-
ment involved. The young lady became fearful for her life and was afraid that 
if law enforcement intervened she would be killed. We still hope she will 
contact us back and we can safely get her out. Please pray for her and all the 
others who are entrapped and sold repeatedly.   Pray for wisdom and guidance 
as we minister.  

In August we began a group counseling session 
on Wednesday mornings. We serve breakfast 
and so far have discussed issues such as: abuse, 
assertiveness skills, boundaries, and values. It 
has been a joy getting to know each of the la-
dies on a more personal level and to watch as 
they build trust between each other and support 
one another. Recently, a woman referred to us 
by a local ministry began attending our group. 
She made the life changing decision of ridding 
herself of strongholds and temptations that 
would lead her back to working in the strip 
clubs. With our staff and ladies by her side, she 
destroyed the items that could cause her to stumble back into the clubs. 
We are so grateful that we have the opportunity to watch lives change 
through the power of God.  
Several of our ladies participated in the MyNew Orleans Photo Project. It 
was organized by Refocus NOLA. This type of photo project has been 
hosted in other countries, but this was the first in New Orleans. Refocus 
traveled to various agencies and provided disposable cameras giving the 
participants the opportunity to capture their view of New Orleans. The 
pictures were then entered into a viewer’s choice contest and a second 
contest where judges selected photos to be featured in a calendar. Three 
of our ladies had photos selected for the calendar and one (not pictured) 
had her photo selected for a theme award. Below are calendar winners 
(from L to R): Michelle, Yvonne, and Joyce 

We are looking forward to celebrating Christmas 
with the women that come in each week for various 
services. Some of the women do not have a home 
to celebrate Christmas inside, and others do not 
have family and therefore will spend the day alone. 
We can’t wait to shower them with a few gifts and 
spend some quality time together and to share the 
story of the greatest gift of all, the birth of Jesus. 
Pray for our ladies to find joy through the holidays. 
Pray specifically for the ladies overcoming addiction and working 
through grief as that can make the holidays even more difficult.  

We have had an exceptionally busy fall with our GED/HiSet classes, 
weekly bible study, computer skills classes, and job readiness classes. 
We are very thankful for a volunteer that has committed to teaching our 
weekly bible studies. Our ladies are enjoying learning from her. We have 
several students working diligently preparing to take the HiSet exam to 
earn their high school equivalency Many times our educational classes 
open the door for us to minister to other needs of the client. Once their 
needs are met and they have attained stability in their life, many of the 
women begin to volunteer with us. It is amazing getting to watch them 
move from being a recipient of services to offering services. At this 
point, we typically see tremendous growth spiritually in our clients/
volunteers. Continue to pray for our ladies attending bible study each 
week. Pray for students studying to get their high school equivalency 
diploma. Pray for our volunteers that pour love into our clients.  

Wednesday, December 14, 2016 

Saturday, April 1, 2016 

Each year we host a health fair for our commu-
nity that includes basic health screenings, eye 
exams, hearing exams, foot care, haircuts, edu-
cation materials, clothes, and a good meal. This 
year we are even more excited because we will 
have NAMB’s Send Relief Mobile Dental Unit 
and Louisiana Baptist Children’s Home Mobile 
Pregnancy Care Center. We will actually have 

the dental unit for an entire month leading up to the day of our health 
fair. We look forward to being able to meet one of the most pressing 
medical concerns for the homeless and impoverished populations. If you 
are a dentist or dental hygienist in Louisiana and would like to volunteer 
to help with the mobile dental unit, please contact us as soon as possible.  

A Message from the Director Continued 
 As Kendall shared with the mom that we would help her get a job, 
save her money, and transition them into their own home, the little six-year-old 
girl told Kendall she wanted to live here forever. We are grateful that our people 
feel loved and safe when they walk through the doors at Friendship House. Our 
Friendship House family continues to grow. We enjoy our families who we have 
transitioned out coming back to celebrate their birthdays and holidays with us. 
We recently had our annual Thanksgiving meal, where we served 324 meals. We 
were honored to have many of our families we have ministered too, volunteer for 
Thanksgiving and give back.  
 I was recently outside putting the garbage into the dumpster and an 
older gentleman with a chef’s hat approached me. He asked about Friendship 
House and if I was one of the missionaries here. He began to tell me his story of 
how as a child he came to Friendship House and was saved here. He told of how 
Jesus changed his life and kept him out of trouble. He is now a chef and a pro-
fessor at our culinary school here in New Orleans. We often have people stop by 
or through social media share with us the impact the ministry here has had on 
their lives. Kendall, Kayleigh, and I are honored to be missionaries here and to 
continue God’s work. We are thankful for your prayers, your donations, and the 
many of you who give of yourselves and time to come and volunteer. You are a 
blessing to us and to our ministry.  We pray your Holidays are blessed and filled 
with love, peace, and joy.  

Merry Christmas,  
  Kay Bennett 


