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 As I look at the eventful year of 2017, I am thankful to have all of you 
on this wonderful ministry journey with us. You have prayed, you have given, 
and you have participated. You have encouraged us, loved us, and helped us 
share Jesus and His love with others. God has worked miracles and peoples’ 
lives have been changed and saved.  
 We were blessed to serve 465 people on Thanksgiving Day this year. 
Everyone enjoyed lots of food and fellowship. As I thought of all the people that 
walked through our doors that day, I began to think of all the people that walk 
through our doors each year and how all of them are so different. Each person 
has a different story to share and many different needs and prayer requests. I 
began thinking about the saying, “walk a mile in my shoes.” I thought of the 
people who walk through our doors and the shoes they are wearing. Some come 
in with shoes that have holes in them. Some come in with shoes that don’t fit. 
Others come in with wet shoes, dirty shoes, and still others come in with no 
shoes at all. On cold days some came in with flip flops or summer shoes. None 
of us want to walk down a city street with no shoes, holey shoes, wet shoes, or 
shoes that don’t fit.  Yet all of us walk through life in different shoes, having 
different experiences that change us and make us uniquely who we are. That is 
how God works to mold and make us who we are.  
 We do our best at Friendship House to empathize with people who 
walk through our doors and to not judge them.  The truth is we can never truly 
walk in another person’s shoes. Even if ours have holes in them or they don’t fit, 
they are still different. God made us all different and uniquely who we are.  Ro-
mans 10:14-15 shares that beautiful are the feet of those who bring Good News. 
Thank you for helping us to share the Good News with those who walk our way 
all year long. You help us to be the hands and feet of Jesus. A while back one of 
our homeless ladies who comes to get showers and clothing pulled me aside and 
told me how much it means to her to come into a loving place and get help. She 
is battling an addiction and says we have given her encouragement and she does 
not feel helpless and hopeless now.  Only Jesus gives hope to help others rise 
above the circumstances they are in. Again, we thank you for helping to make it 
possible for us to serve at Baptist Friendship House. We are honored to have you 
as part of our ministry. We pray you have a MERRY CHRISTMAS and a  
WONDERFUL NEW YEAR. 
 

We Love You, 
Kay, Kendall, Kayleigh,, Emily and PJ 



Events 
 Liquid Laundry Detergent  
 Canned food and dry goods (cereal, rice, pasta)  
 Diapers (size 3, 4, 5, 6) and baby wipes 
 Bath Towels and washcloths  
 Backpacks, duffel bags, luggage 
 Forever Stamps 
 Gift cards  (Walmart, Lowe’s, etc.) 

The day before our Fall Festival 
in October, our staff answered 
the door to find a young girl who 
appeared to be 13 or 14. Immedi-
ately, she was ushered in and her 
need for clothing and food was 
met. Through conversation, we 

learned this young girl was 18 years old and had been traveling 
for the last few months with a group of people around her age. 
Our staff quickly recognized that this young girl was at a very 
high risk of being trafficked out on the streets. She resembled 
what most people would identify as the “All-American Girl.” We 
invited her to come back to our Fall Festival the next morning. 
One of the volunteers at our Fall Festival began talking with this 
young girl and after learning a little bit of her story, asked the 
young girl if she could take her picture and send it to the girl’s 
mom to let her know that she was safe and okay. Surprisingly, 
this young girl responded positively. That connection and trust 
was built and the next week, the young girl returned to Baptist 
Friendship House and told us she wanted to go home. Relief 
would be an understatement in describing how our staff felt. We 
were able to take this young girl to the airport and she returned to 
her family. Because of one volunteer’s willingness to get to know 
this young girl, she is now home safe rather than sleeping on the 
streets and at high risk of being trafficked. You never know who 
may cross your path and a willing and open heart to meet people 
where they are can change a life.  

For most people, Christmas is the most 
wonderful time of the year. It is filled 
with family time, celebrating the birth 
of Christ, and excitedly sharing gifts 
with one another. For many of the ladies 
we have worked with over the past year, 
Christmas time equals cold tempera-
tures and loneliness. We will host a 
Christmas Celebration for our ladies on 
December 19. We will enjoy a time of fellowship, party foods, gifts, 
and most importantly everyone will get to hear the story of our   
Savior’s birth.   

Tuesday, December 19, 2018 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 

Each February we host a Valentine’s celebration for 
people in our community. This is a great opportuni-
ty for us to connect with people in need and inform 
them of the programs we offer each week. We enjoy 
a delicious meal prepared and served by volunteers. 
We have volunteer opportunities for men, women, 
and children on this date so if you are interested, 

give us a call or send us an email to get more information. In the 
months leading to this event, pray for those who will attend.  

Saturday, April 7, 2018 

Individuals living on the street and in poverty often lack the re-
sources to obtain routine medical care. Each year we host a Health 
Fair which provides an opportunity for a basic medical exam in-
cluding: blood pressure and glucose checks, vision and hearing 
testing, a foot care station, haircuts, and health education tables. 
We will serve a delicious lunch and 
have items to give away to people who 
attend. If you are interested in collect-
ing items for this event or volunteer-
ing, give us a call or send us an email 
and we will provide further infor-
mation.   

 In the past month, we have helped three families move 
into their new homes. These three families have overcome huge 
obstacles to achieve the goals they set when we initially started 
working with them. From sex trafficking to addiction to a pro-
gressive debilitating physical illness– these moms are overcom-
ers! We feel it is such a privilege that God allows us to walk 
alongside His children during desperate times and it is so heart-
warming to watch them receive the keys to their new homes. 
While it is an extremely joyful time of moving into a new house, 
it is also a difficult transition. Our families get use to being at 
Baptist Friendship House, surrounded by people that become 
family. While the move is not far in distance, it is still a difficult 
adjustment. Pray for our families as they continue to settle into a 
new routine and their new houses. We still have a need for furni-
ture and appliances to help make the houses feel more like a 
homes. Contact us for a list of those needs.  

 Each Tuesday we welcome, on average, between 40-50 
women and their children for services. This has been a fairly sig-
nificant increase over the last several months. The women and chil-
dren are able to receive food, clothing, hygiene items, baby sup-
plies, and other needed items. The women are also able to take a 
warm shower if needed. We have been able to build relationships 
with the women and children and some of them have even been 
attending our bible study and group counseling. Ministering to 
their basic needs has opened the door for us to  meet their greatest 
need of all by sharing the gospel with them. Continue to pray for 
the women and children that come on Tuesdays as they receive 
services, build relationships, and learn more about Jesus Christ.  
 On Wednesday mornings, we host a counseling group for 
women. Many of the women we work with are facing various cri-
ses with no one they can trust to share their hurts. Our time for 
group counseling provides a safe place for the women to begin 
working through some of the pain they have experienced. They are 
learning skills, such as how to be assertive, how to set boundaries, 
how to cope with triggers in addiction recovery, and the im-
portance of taking care of their needs and not neglecting self.  
 On Thursdays, we host a women’s bible study and it has 
been incredible to see the spiritual growth of the ladies who attend 
each week. Their understanding of scripture has deepened and their 
walk with the Lord has become much more personal. We are so 
thankful for our volunteers who dedicate their time to teach our 
ladies.  

Due to changes in the Coke Rewards program, we are no longer accepting 
coke product lids. As a result of the changes, only select non-profits and 
accredited schools can receive rewards; therefore, we do not fit that criteria.  
We would encourage you to support a school in your local area through this 
program. Thank you for supporting us through this program  


